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Key Messages

• This session provides an overview of the Data Management 

Center and its role within the IMPAACT network.
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Frontier Science

• Not-for-profit statistical and data management organization focused 

on medical research

• Established in 1975 in Amherst, New York

• Suzanne Siminski, MS, MBA, Chief Executive Officer
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Mission

To advance the application of statistical science and 

practice, and data management techniques in science, 

healthcare, and education.



Frontier Science Offices
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Data Management Center5

The Data Management Center (DMC) for the ACTG, IMPAACT, PHACS and 

other clinical trials projects is located at Frontier Science Foundation in Amherst, 

New York.

• Frontier Science

• DMC

• Data Center

• Frontier Science Amherst



IMPAACT DMC Leadership6

Marlene Cooper

ACTG/IMPAACT

DMC Director

Carrie Fry

ACTG/IMPAACT DMC 

Associate Director



Key DMC Responsibilities7

•  Members of the protocol team

•  Develop materials for data collection and participant enrollment

•  Initialize the study database

• Maintain the software (LDMS) for biospecimen tracking

•  Review study data and send queries

•  Develop software and reports to support and monitor studies

•  Support clinical site and laboratory staff

• Manage incoming and outgoing data requests following network 

guidelines

•  Work with Statisticians to prepare data for analysis
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Data Management Team



Protocol Data Managers
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During study development:

• Coordinate data collection (eCRF) design

• Develop enrollment materials

• Design study-specific software and/or reports

During study accrual and follow-up:

• Serve as primary DMC liaison to study team

• Consult with and assist sites as needed

• Review data; write queries to sites

• Generate reports for the study team

During analysis:

• Assist study teams in preparations for analysis 
and publication



Data Manager Assistants

• Assist PDMs with QA/QC of data

• Send & reply to site queries
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Laboratory Data Managers

• Assist programmers in developing new features of the LDMS

• Provide LDMS training to laboratories
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• Work with the Protocol Data Manager to develop specimen 

tracking forms and assay result forms and templates

• Manage protocol laboratory data
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Core Support Team



Data Modeling Specialists

• Per the FDA, all network studies are required to prepare study data 

sets in CDISC format

• Annotate all electronic case report form fields using CDISC data 

standards  

• Map study data into CDISC defined data sets

• Maintain all required documentation about the CDISC data 

modeling and mapping process
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Programming, Database and IT Operations

• Develop programs on the DMC Portal to support the network and 
studies

• Design websites and data visualizations
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Software Engineering

Database Administrators & Specialists

• Maintain study central database

IT Computing Staff

• Maintain the DMC’s computing networks



Medical Coders

• Review and assign standard codes to collected data

15

WHODrug Global



Randomization Support Staff

• Work with the Protocol Data Manager to set up the study 

enrollment screens 

• Assist site staff with any enrollment issues
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EDC Study Build Department
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EDC = Electronic Data Collection

Study Builders

• Manage the global library of standardized eCRFs that are used across 

studies

• Work with Protocol Data Manager to design study-specific eCRFs

• Implement data checks on eCRFs so sites get feedback in real-time as data 

are being keyed



Education & User Support

• Run Introductory Workshops 
for site staff

• Maintain the DMC Virtual 
Learning Room

– Recorded trainings

– eLearnings

– Exercises
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• Provide assistance to clinical site and 

laboratories 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week

Education and Training

User Support



THANKS!
Any questions?
You can find me at cooper@frontierscience.org
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